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the impact of the slave trade on Libyan society
Saleh O. AbuAlkhir
Faculty of Art, Omar Al-Mukhtar University, Libya
Abstract:

This research explorese some of the social features and aspects left by
the slave trade on the Libyan society, that trade, which was a natural
consequence of the trans-Saharan caravan trade, in which Libyan lands
witnessed one of its most important global markets, particularly in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries AD. The research hypothesis can
framed in several questions. Includin: How did the popular folkloric
imagination in proverbs, customs, and traditions look at slaves? What are
the social roles played by slaves in Libyan society? What are the most
important social effects left by the experience of slavery on Libyan
society? In other words, the research seeks to shed light on some of the
effects left by era of slavery on the Libyan society, where slavery was of
the general structure of the Libyan society before trade in slaves was
prohibited and slavery was abolished at the beginning of the twentieth
century. Among these features: how Libyan society viewed slaves,
through popular proverbs, beliefs or conceptions and traditions, and the
role of slaves in public life and their society, through their transfer of
African cultures, customes and traditions to Libyan society. This
multifaceted transfer which manifested in crafts and manual skills, in
food and dress, in art, music and games, in linguistic vocabulary, and
biological influences, when the African genealogy became part of the
social fabric of Libyan society, well represented in some of its influential
social classes in the major cities and oases. The research seeks to draw
attention to the important social role played by the African lineage and its
culture in the diverse Libyan society.

Keywords: slave trade, slavery, Libyan society, social impact.
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